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Mr. Arsham Parsi
Executive Director
Iranian Railroad for Queer Refugees Inc
20 Bay Street, 12th Floor
Toronto ON M5J 2N8

Dear Mr. Parsi:

Thank you for your letter of June 7, 201l, in which you request a meeting to discuss human
rights in kan. I appreciate your words ofcongmtulations on my re-election.

I am interested to leam ofthe work being done by you and the Intsmational Railroad for Queer
Refugees, and I could meet with your organization next time I am in Toronto, depending on
my schedule. This can be best coordinated ifyou contact my office.

As you may be aware, Canada's concerns about human rights in Iran are long-standing. As part
of.its ongoing eflorts to promote respect for human rights io the country, Canada led the adoption
ofthe resolutioo "Situation ofhuman rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran" in the
Third Committe€ at the fall 2010 session ofthe United Nations cenoal Assembly (UNGA).
This is the €ighth consecutive year Canada has led this initiative. The rcsolution was co-sponsored
by an additional 41 member states, and supported by 80 in the vot€, with only 44 msmber states
voting against it. This represented the largest margin of adoption sinc€ Canada assumed lead
ofthis resolution in 2003.

The resolution highlights long-standing violations ofhuman rights by th€ Iranian authorities,
including the terribly difncdt situation fac€d by the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered
community. It calls on the Government of Imn to address the substantive conc€ms highlighted
in the report of United Nations Secretary-Geneml Ban Ki-moon and the specific calls for action
found in previous IJNGA resolution further calls on the Govemment oflran to respect fiIly
its human rights obligations, in law and in practice. Canada believes that the adoption of
this resolution provides comfort to human dghts defenders in IIan as it reminds them that
they are not alone in their sfuggle to attain thefu human dghts.
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Canada uses diplomatic chantrels to make Canadian yiews known on these issues in the hop€
that Iran may be convinced it is in its best inter€st to respect its int€rnational human rights
and nuclear non-proliferation obligations. We are intent on holding kan to accout, and
we welcome the work oforganizations such as yous in helping us do so.

Thank you for taking the time to write.
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John Baird, P.C., M.P.
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